
some of the many activities of trained Nurses in 
the social work of to-day. Your sympathy with 
women workers is well known, and has been shown 
on many occasions, but I venture to say that not 
one of your many kind actions has been more 
gratefully appreciated than is your presence here 
to-day by the Nurses of the City of Birmingham, 

Bcsides the Exhibits made by Nurses, there are 
Eshibits by some well-known firms, whose 
admirable products and appliances are of great 
assistance to  US, ~110 have care of the sick and 
afflicted. TZ: goes v?itliout saying tha t  they are 
all of world-wide 
reputation, and 
that Birmingham 
firms are kwell 
represented. I 

May I ask you, 
my Lady Mayoress, 
to  declare this 
Exhibition open ? 

THE LADY 
MAYORESS' REPLS. 

The LadyMayor- 
ess replied in tlie 
following speech 
most gracefully 
delivered :- 

Ladies, it gives 
me very great 
pleasure to  be here 
to-day to open 
your Esliibition. 
Beforo saying a few 
words on theLsub- 
ject, may I take 
this opportunity to 
thank the nurses 
of the General 
Hospital, Birming- 
ham, League for 
giving me this 
most beautiful bou- 
quet. They are 
lovely Aowers and 
I appreciate their 
kind attention very 
much. We must all 
feel that the work 
done by the 
trained nurse is ~1 

I 

is progress, improved organisation, and education 
to fit nurses for all the work they are called upon 
to  do. Years back, as we all know, nursing was 
almost the only profession open to women, and 
now that so many other doors have been opened, 
I feel sure the best women will pot be attracted 
to  the nursing profession unless the condij5ons are 
improved. Salaries are, I know, an important 
item, but what I consider of even more importapce 
is that the trained nurse shall have more leisure 
and more holiday, to prevent her growing old 
and worn out before her time, as so often happens, 

and if I may mep- 

csscn tia1lg"wonien'i 
~vorlt and wvit1iout distinction of class or party 
or religiop. Altliough the profession of nursing 
is of sucil impor"cance, 
organised profession, and 1 t hhk  we all owe 
liiuch to  tliose 1~11.0 are working so bard i~ 
t11e present day to alter and improve matters in 
this direction. 

\Qlat is needed po~v in the nursing profession 

profession and of the public, 
munity is affected directly 

j s  an insufficiently nurse's work. Also, I take i 
for 'Its, the communit~, to 
improve the position of tl 
whom we a11 Owe SO much. 
interasting and stirring publi 
not do it 1 fear the day may 

tion another point 
upon which I per- 
sonally should lay 
stress, it is good 
nourishing food. A 
friend of mine (not 
in the nursing pro- 
fession) told me 
the other day about 
the refreshment 
provided for a 
nurse coming off 
night duty-in a 
hospital not a 
hundred miles from 
Birmingham -'and 
tlie meal consisted 
of a poik pie and 
junket ! When we 
consider how hard 
a nurse has to  work 
-and I do not 
believe there is any 
other body of pro- 
fessional women 
who work so hard 
-1 think everyone 
will agree that mt?d 
would hardly pro- 
vide the required 
nourishment. 

We are hlways 
being told, and it 
has been proved 

' to us again and 
again that Ufiion 
i s  Streitgth. It is 
hoped that the 
Conference and this 
Exhibition . con- 
nectedwith it will 
encourage nurses 
to $mite for the 
benefit of their 

for the whole corn- 
or indirectly by &e 
t, the time has come 
do our utmost to 
ie trained nurse, to 
This we can do by 
copinion. If we@ 
come, to look at rt 
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